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From Stella Amah 
ABIDJAN-COTE D’IVOIRE 
WEST AFRICA. i 
Dear New Internet Business Partner, y 
permit me to inform you of my desire of going into business re- 
lationship with you. | have the believe you are a reputable and 
responsible and trustworthy person | can do business with from the 3 
Ko 


ee (=, || 
2 eee >) | 


I 
pt 


little information so far | gathered about you during my search fora 
partner and by matter of trust | must not hesitate to confide in you 
for this simple and sincere business. 


2 ee 
| 
ee | 


| am Stella Amah 19 years of age the only daughter of late Mr Boni 
Amah whom was killed by the rebels that attacked our country cote 
d’lvoire west Africa and took over our town (BOUAKE). | ran to Abi- 
djan the economical capital of cote d’ivoire from were | am contact- 
ing you. Before the death of my father he told me that he has a sum 
of US$9,000,000(Nine million united states dollars) kept in a private 
security company here in cote d’ivoire in my name as the next of kin, 


pis) 
—Saa=___=_==2 3 
ee 
| ~ 
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Dear, in the capacity of the next of kin and with all the documents in 


' me | 
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Letter From The Editor 
Portland, OR 11:59 PM @) 


VW “| Wanted This To Be An Amazing 
Event It Was NOT A SCAM,” 


Ja Rule posted on Twitter about his scam 
event that wasn’t amazing. 


Fyre Festival was billed as a luxury music festival, one hyped by Instagram 
models with promises of Jet Skis and pig roasts on an island “once owned 
by Pablo Escobar.” All to promote the company’s app, of course. People 
forked over thousands of dollars for the exclusive experience. 


When the excited festival attendees arrived in the Bahamas, they were 
bussed to the site of a man-made marketing disaster. The “modern, eco- 
friendly, geodesic domes” they were promised turned out to be repurposed 
FEMA tents. The “uniquely authentic island cuisine”? Two slices of bread with 
a piece of cheese on top. Lawsuits, jail time, and two documentaries followed. 


The audacity of Fyre Festival grabbed headlines, but most scams are so 
commonplace in our daily lives they barely warrant mention. We take it for 
granted that an email we're waiting on might be lost in a separate folder entirely 
dedicated to filtering out the constant onslaught of fraudulent messages. 
Our caller IDs flash with “Fraud Risk” and our friends push multilevel marketing 
schemes on us. The president of the United States settled multiple lawsuits for 
$25 million over his scam university upon his election and we hardly blinked. 


As we planned out this issue of the magazine, debate raged among the staff 
as to what constitutes a scam. The scope quickly broadened from the outright 
illegal to other forms of duplicity meant to part people from their money— 
advertising, political platforms, capitalism itself. Soon everything about modern 
life seemed like a shakedown when viewed through the right lens. 


It is easy to laugh at people duped by Fyre Festival, who thought they bought 
a ticket to an opulent island populated by supermodels and Blink-182. 

But much about modern society resembles a ploy by influencers to bilk 
people who should have been smart enough to realize they were being 
lied to. Media and tech fueled by venture capital, the sharing economy, 
tax cuts for the rich—all of it is a shell game run by confidence men. 


When future generations look back, the false promise of never-ending 

economic growth while ignoring the climate crisis and basic human needs 

will seem like throwing a giant party on an island without a plan while lying Matt Bors 

to investors. Someday we'll have to account for the budget, the poor food, Editor in Chief 
and crumbling infrastructure. The Nib 


Right now we’re all on a bus just waiting to get to the festival. 
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Build strength through the dynamic tension _To get your daily minimum 
of powerful political cartoons and nonfi i 
comics delivered to your in 


g requirement — 
ction of essential sequential art and writing, | Al © N 3 
box every day. visit thenib.com/daily. a 


DISPATCH FROM THE MARVEL UNIVERSE 


At the dawn of the new millennium, 
manga—mania had hit the western world 
and comic publishers were getting in on 
the action with superstar Japanese 
cowic writers like AKIRA YOSHIDA. 


Except it was a scam. AKIRA YOSHIDA 
was actually the pen name of distinctly 


non-Japanese Marvel editor CB Cebulski, 


created to circumvent the company’s 
freelancing policy. 


Yoshida learned English from reading 
Western superhero comics as a kid. 

With titles like ELEKTRA: THE HAND to 
WOLVERINE: SOULTAKER, Yoshida 
brought a uniquely Japanese 
perspective to Marvel beginning in 2004. 


It wasn't until 2017, when he was 
promoted to editor-in-chief at Marvel, 
that he finally came clean. 


It wasn't transparent... 

I was young and naive and 
had a lot to Caen back then. 
But this is all old news that 

has been dealt with... 


I'm turning 
a new page... 


Readers and creators condemned his 
actions, but the backlash was not universal. 


That man has lived 
/ in Japan, speaks Japanese, 
| avd has lived all over the world. 


Sana Amanat, Marvel's content and 
character development director and 
co-creator of Kamala Kahn, Marvel's 
first Muslim American superhero 


EN 


Cebulski has expanded Marvel's talent 
pool to include numerous creators of 
color. Does this outweigh his appropriation 
of a Japanese identity? Marvel would 
like us to think so. 


As an avid reader of 
Spider-Man, Akira 
Yoshida should have 
learned that with 
great power Comes 


great responsibility. 


The story just kinda disappeared. 


I was shocked at how quickly 
even I had forgotten about it. 

He made his weak apology and 
continues being one of the most 
powerful people in the industry. 


lene 4 


Maki Naro, independent cartoonist 


But Yoshida didn't exist. Instead, 
Cebulski-kon learned that he could 
toss aside his yellowface costume and 
be rewarded for it. 


DISPATCH FROM THE MARVEL UNIVERSE 


DISPATCH FROM DOWN UNDER 


THE GREAT VAGINA SCAM 


BY ELERI HARRIS & JULIA BERNHARD 


ool )(atia 0 


“Feminine” pharmacy shelves and internet “weliness experts” are full of vaginal-purifying products. 


While using a gentle cleanser on your vulva is considered 
safe, putting basically any cleaning product up your 
vagina poses numerous risks for zero gain — 


But they are all a scam. 


The vagina is like a 
self-cleaning oven 
It really has all kinds 


of amazing, wonderful GooD 
defense mechanisms BACTERIA 


that have evolved to ? 


keep it able to do the 
functions it needs to do. 


and reinforces incorrect and age-old patriarchal 


Dr. Jen Gunter, notions that the vagina is dirty and bad. 


author of The Vagina Bible — 
n A 


XY 


In the USA, almost one in five women aged 15-44 use douches — that is, flush their 
Vagina with water or other products — opening themselves up to increased risk of 
STDs, including HIV, and the destruction of imporiani vaginal flora 


The increasingly popular vaginal steam-clean is atl hot 
air, and using allergens in your yoni Could lead to hives 
on your vulva and maybe 3 nasty burn on your bits. 
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Placing the infamous GOOP jade egg in your vagina 
could cause toxic shock - as jade is porous, which 
poses cleaning problems - and pelvic muscle strain. 


it's a California grift. We have 
vaginal weighis that women 
can use to tone their pelvic 
floor. Those are medical- 
grade silicone that can be 
cleaned appropriately. 


Other crazes like scented wipes, vaginal glitter capsuies,and astringent oak galls — the ground-up home of 
wasp larvae — are straight-up damaging to the sensitive lining of vaginas and could cause infections. 


Don't be fooled by 
Sexist marketing scams, 
old or new! Your vagina 

iS perfect and normal 
as it is. 


Your vagina's 
already a party! 
You dont need to 
put a party in it. 


DISPATCH FROM DOWN UNDER 


DISPATCH FROM BEHIND PRISON WALLS 


A PRISON OF FEES 


Written b Ryan Brig S 
by Steve — 


Jilustrate 


Thomas Robinson has been in jail since 


1996, when he 


without parole 


But prison phone calls and text messaging 
have been outsourced to private companies 
that view inmates as a captive market 
subject to Strict regulations and price 
gouging. Robinson calls that kind of 
nickel-and-diming “legalized extortion.” 


was sentenced to life 
after pleading guilty to 


murder. Like eer inmates, he maintains 


his sanity behin 


bars through talking to 


friends and family on the outside. 


The absurdly high prices make communication 
behind gaa walls hard, even though 

shows keeping connections with 
loved ones lowers recid 


researc 


All Pil 
Pn 4 Agee sr |) wil me 


We literally have to work five 
hours to make one 15-minute call. 


a, 


Ce /all 
g@ 25/jext 


Inmates are limited to three 15-minute calls 
per day. Each call costs about a dollar, but 


he prisoners work for pennies an hour. 
Ivism rates, 


SOR 
Pashia anata 
SSCS 


be 
OX 
Saiaver 
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They can only make calls during specific hours, 
which means inmates might have to skip work 
for ee calls—to their lawyer, for 
example—which costs them even more money. 


These companies are simply offering 
low-grade versions of everyday technology 
at a markup. They Know inmates will 
eventually pay—or get their families to 
pay—for some of these services because 
they have no other options. 


In this and other ways, prison telecom 
Companies monetize precious Communication 
with families. If you have enough cash, you 
can buy more privileges, like a tablet, that 
sends text messages for 25 cents a pop or a 
Skype-like video service. 


Tl 


They're Selling them access to their 
friends and family. They're Selling them a 
small taste of life on the outside. 


DISPATCH FROM BEHIND PRISON WALLS 


DISPATCH FROM KINKO’S 


AT THE COPY SHOP IT LAID A 
OQ DOWN ON 


By JAMES KOCHALKA AND ERIC OLSEN 


I WOKE UP ON SOMEONE'S CouCcH 
IN 1994 WITH THE GREATEST IDEA 
EVER, ONE THAT WOULD KEEP ME 
HIGH FOR THE FORESEEABLE FuTURE. 


I shovld start 
counterfeiting 


= ASKED IF THEY HA 


DA 
PARCHMENT-LIKE PAPE Me 
WOMAN AT THE COUNTER 
POINTED TO A SHIT-COLORED 
SQUARE IN THE BINDER. 


$5, $10, AND $2 
THE GLASS AND GOT STARTED. 


BUT THE PAPER 
WAS SO WHITE 


ZT RESUMED COPYING, FIGURING | [AFTER I SORTED THAT OUT THE 
XZ COULD Just SCUFF THE COPIER STARTED ROARING, 


PAGES UP LATER, BUT THEN | |BUCKING LIKE A MECHANICAL 


I COULDN'T FIGURE OUT BULL, LT WAS DEAFENING. 
HOW TO RELOAD THE PAPER.| JEVERYONE WAS LOOKING ar ME. 
Wait... how do 
you make them 
double-sided? 


Load them 
upSide down? 


THE WOMAN RAN OVER, 
SCREAMING AND WAVING HER 
ARMS. I LIFTED THE CovER To 
SNAG THE aoe WHILE THE 
MACHINE WAS STILL RUNNING. 


SHE GRABBED ME, AND WHEN I 


WRESTED MY ARM AWAY, 
ALL THE COPIES WENT 
ELYING THROUGH THE AIR. 


to 


DISPATCH FROM KINKO’S 


XI SCOOPED UP WHAT I COULD 
OFF THE FLOOR AS I RAN 
OUT TO THE WAITING CAR. 


DISPATCH FROM THE GILDED AGE 


To that end, Thomas Durant a Re This new company was then 
(vice president of Union Pacific) 
and his collaborators founded 
another company: Crédit Mobilier. 


g “impartially chosen” to do 
all the actual construction 
work on the railroad. 


The transcontinental railroad is usually 
presented as an uncomplicated testament to 
American industry and national determination. | 


ee ad — 


ft Words by Dorian Alexander 
<a Art by Levi Hastings 


DISPATCH FROM THE GILDED AGE 


As owners of Crédit Mobilier, they Then, as owners of Union Pacific, 
sent dramatically inflated invoices they paid themselves, the owners of 
to themselves, the owners Crédit Mobilier, with government 
But its construction was a smoke screen of Union Pacific. funds, pocketing the difference. 


for the biggest scam of the Gilded Age, 


Four different senators, 
the speaker of the House, 
the secretary of the treasury, 
and the vice president 
= of the United States all 
received cash and discounted 
Credit Mobilier stock. 


In 1862, the federal , 
government chartered the te 
Union Pacific Railroad company (and potential investors) 
to construct the eastern | knew that profits would be 
portion of what would hard to make from the 
become the first railroad’s actual operation... 
transcontinental railroad. 


Th 


The scammers walked away 
with $44 million (approx. $600 
million adjusted for inflation). a 


rom 


Given that the Largest haul from an armed 
train robbery in the United States was 
only $3 million, the Newton Gang 
might’ve been better off trading in 
their pistols for corporate offices. 


and so agreed to make profits 
during its construction instead. 
Gla 


The Wire That Keeps 
Manhattan Kosher 


WORDS: NOAH KULWIN ART: LISA ROSALIE EISENBERG 
ee Eee eS ed 
ACCORDING TO JEWISH LAW, JEWS AREN'T 


ALLOWED TO DO THINGS ON THE SABBATH 
LIKE CARRY GROCERIES OR PUSH STROLLERS 


z 


DISPATCH FROM FRIDAY NIGHT 


THE LARGEST ERUV IN THE 
UNITED STATES IS A SERIES OF 
POLES AND WIRES THAT STRETCHES 
AROUND MANHATTAN, COVERING 4 
THE MAJORITY OF THE ISLAND'S 
32-MILE PERIMETER. 
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TO GET AROUND THE LAW, THE RABBIS OF 
ROMAN PALESTINE INVENTED A CREATIVE DEFINITON ~ 
OF “HOME”: ANYTHING THAT SITS WITHIN A ° 
BOUNDARY CALLED AN £RU/ 


WHILE THE ERUV IS SOMETHING OF A LOOPHOLE OR 
LEGAL FICTION FOR OBSERVANT JEWS, ACCORDING TO 
RABBI DAVID MINTZ, THE MANHATTAN ERUV COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN, IT SERVES A NOBLE PURPOSE. 


THE RABBIS, /M ORDER TO ENHANCE THE 
ENJOYMENT OF SHABBAT, CREATED LEGAL 
4 DEFINITIONS THAT ALLOWED PUBLIC AREA TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS IF IT WAS ENCLOSED. 


~ 


‘ 


MINTZ ESTIMATES THAT BY 4% 
NOW THERE ARE AT LEAST ¢ 
200 ERUVIM ACROSS THE 
UNITED STATES. THEIR HISTORY 
IN NEW YORK DATES BACK “& 
MORE THAN A CENTURY. 


IN THE EARLY 1900s, RABBI JOSHUA SEIGEL 
RULED THAT THE DIAGONAL, ELEVATED THIRD 


AVENUE SUBWAY AND THE EAST RIVER CONSTITUTED “~} 


A NATURAL ERUV AROUND MANHATTAN’S EAST SIDE. 
MOST OF HIS COLLEAGUES DISAGREED WITH HIM. 


AN ERUV IN BROOKLYN, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS RECENTLY 
THE CENTER OF A POWER STRUGGLE BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT ULTRAORTHODOX JEWISH SECTS. 


WE'RE NOT TRYING TO ENGAGE. 
IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, DON’T CARRY. 
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THERE ISN’T CONSENSUS ON WHETHER A WORKAROUND 
LIKE AN ERUV VIOLATES THE SPIRIT OF SHABBAT. 
REGARDLESS, IT HAS TAKEN ON IMPORTANCE FOR JEWS 
WHO WANT TO OBEY AS MANY MITZVOT, OR BIBLICAL 
COMMANDMENTS, AS POSSIBLE. 


WHILE PEOPLE MAINTAIN THE ERUV AND THEY OBSERVE 

THE LAWS OF ERUV, THERE IS NOBODY FOR WHOM THE 
ERUV IS THE ONLY THING THEY OBSERVE ABOUT 
SHABBAT. IT'S PART OF THE OBSERVANT LIFESTYLE. 


RABBI MINTZ, HOWEVER, POINTS OUT THAT THE ERUV 
IS ESSENTIAL FOR ONE GROUP IN PARTICULAR: WOMEN. 


IF THERE IS NO ERUV, THEN THE MEN GO ABOUT 
THEIR WAY. BUT THE WOMEN ARE HELD HOSTAGE 
AT HOME. 


: as 
¥ AN ORTHODOX FAMILY WITH CHILDREN 
WILL NOT BE IN A COMMUNITY WITHOUT Bass 
AN ERUV. 


DISPATCH FROM FRIDAY NIGHT 


TAX BREAKERS 


WRITTEN BY ANNA MERLAN - ART BY MADY G 


DISPATCH FROM THE INFERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DISPATCH FROM THE INFERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 


FILING YOUR 
BIRTH CERTIFICATE 


RETURNING BILLS 
AND COURT 
NOTICES WITH 
“ACCEPTED 


SE Slz 


Mites! 
LP - ™] 


Each issue we ask four cartoonists a question. 
For this issue we asked artists to tell the tale 
of a scam they were personally involved in. 


-BOOSTER PACK- 


(ADENBEE PLAYING CARDS 


ie Orr, ‘Ow 
Y ANd ruin of poowMtall leq 
ad Unb n of her Creqj 
®atable hustie ltrs. 


THE RESPONSE 


Annie 
Strangedotter 


My upper-class parents paid my 


college tuition. Each semester my 


dad would send me a check with 


the instructions to deposit it into 
my bank account and then write a 


personal check to pay the school. 


My college 


This is just 
how middle-class 
professionals can 
afford to pay for 


Ss 


I 
Everyone 
does it. 


Once |  bosenghacre Dad told 
me he'd been writing off my 


tuition as a “business expense” 


on his taxes, claiming | was a 


“consultant” for his company and 


now he needed me to fill out 
some tax forms confirming 
this to the government. 


This... No, no, | 
sounds like talked to my 
tax fraud? accountant, 

it's Fine. 


After | refused to sign 
the papers, he was pissed 
at me for years and to 
this day maintains: 


You just don't 
understand how 
taxes work. 


THE FIRST NIGHT MY PARTNER AND | 
SPENT IN OUR HOUSE, WE RECEIVED A LATE- 
NIGHT Wy 


© HEY, | LIVE NEXT DOOR 
= AND IVE BEEN LOCKED * 


= OUT. | JUST NEED $#FOR 


—_ THE LOCKSMITH. 


— Of SURE. 
FF Lemme Get 
» MY WALLET. 


lhe 
THANK YOU 4 
' MUCH, (‘LL HIT YOU 


RIGHT BACK. j 
WELCOME TO THE 4 


COINCIDENTALLY, AS | WAS WRITING 
Phixg COMIC ONE NIGHT, THERE WAS 
A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. 


PATRICK! 
HEY MAN, NO BIG DEAL: 
austin, BUT REMEMBER WHEN 
Age SAID YOU NEEDED A 
i> “go 2 


YEAH, (M COMIN 
CLEAN NOW. 
» (DON'T DO THAT 
ANYMORE AND ('M 


| DO NEED $8 FOR THE sue 
SHELTER THO... 
Wee wi ® 
LEMME GET | |fae 


% MY WALLET. | 
He, of 


Katie 
_ Wheeler | 


WE HAD BEEN SWINDLED, 
BUT A VISIT TO OUR LOCAL CAFE 
CONFIRMED I(T. 


AW, YOU GOT A 
PATRICK VISIT! HE'S BEEN 
RUNNING THAT GAME 

FOR 


(T'S LIKE 
THE WELCOME 


WELL, THAT MAKES 
ME FEEL... here 


THAN WELCOME. 


ONCE | HAD CALLED HIM OUT ON IT, 
| FELT much MORE CONGENIAL 
TOWARDS PATRICK. 


POOH THANK 
YOU, DARLING! 


WE HAD BONDED OVER HIS 
DUPLICITY. AND, AFTER ALL, 
WE WERE nai : 
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THE RESPONSE 


THE RESPONSE 


Malaka — 
\ Gharib | 


RIDING OM THE BACK OF HIS 


NHEN 1 WAS 20, THE MosT 
MoTORCYCLE WAS THE RISKIEST 


HAWDSoME MAW ASKED ME IF 


| NEEDED A RIDE To PARIS FRIiM ANDO WILDEST THING 1D Dome 
IN My LIFE. | 


THE adlabcr nud DD, 
AAV ME? Mol? 
yes! QuIYE 


WHEN WE GoT To My HOTEL, 
HE OROPPED ME OFF Ano 


TVRNED To ME WITH HIS 


DID HE WANT To Hotp My 
HAND? GIVE ME SomMETHING?2 
ASK FOR My wy MBER ? 
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IN 20! a stranger slid into 
the DMs of my art tumbir. 


His messages 
beaan with 
Compliments and 
ended with an 
offer to Pay me 
for photos of my 
co 


Weeks later, I received a 
Facebook friend request 
from a buff bro who lived 
in my hometown. 


assumed I Knew & 
ae From high school BD 
and accepted. 
when he began +o 
send me very Fliety 
messa Jes, I took 


his account 
ie totally fake! 


ko ARE 
Sed you ?! 


“Ashley 
Robin 
Franklin 


Months after unfriending foot boys 
fake account, I 90+ ariother 
unexpected Message. This time 
itwas from Someone 
TI knew-Q friends ex- 


ho was Now fy 
boufriend who Cc 
eae mE fot Feet Pics! a: 


asked for Feet 
PNotos over the 
intemert since. 
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THE RESPONSE 


Puppies, Ponzi schemes, and penny pinchers. 


By Gerardo Alba 


SCHEME: WEALTH MANAGEMENT INVESTMENT FUND. 


YEAR OF DOWNFALL: 2008 


SCHEME: OFFERS OF SHARES IN PRIVATIZATION OF 
STATE-OWNED COMPANIES IN FORMER USSR. 
YEAR OF DOWNFALL: 1992 


SCHEME: PEER-TO-PEER LENDING. 
YEAR OF DOWNFALL: 2015 


SCHEME: GLOBAL FINANCIAL SERVICES. 
YEAR OF DOWNFALL: 2009 


SCHEME: HEDGE FUNDS, DISCOUNT ONLINE RETAIL, 
DIRECT-MAIL MERCHANDISE. 
YEAR OF DOWNFALL: 2008 


cA A 


THE DOLLAR LOSSES TO ROMANCE FRAUDS BY U.S. CITIZENS HAVE 
RISEN STEADILY OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS, WITH A TOTAL 
LOST OVER THAT PERIOD. MEN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 
AND ARE MOST SCAMMED, AND THE MEDIAN LOSS WAS 


_ $351.4M 
$295.1M 


|$237.5M 


FRAUDULENT ONLINE PUPPY SALES ACCOUNTED FOR 
OF ALL SCAMS REPORTED TO THE BETTER BUSINESS 
BUREAU IN 2017. THE MOST COMMON BREED USED AS BAIT 
FOR THE SCAM IS 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


GLOBAL COST OF TAX AVOIDANCE Lh 


UNITED STATES & 
CHINA Gi RS s$.66.8 BILLION USD 
JAPAN © HED $46.8 BILLION USD 
INDIA =e = $41.2 BILLION USD 
FRANCE & § ME $19.8 BILLION USD 
GERMANY §@ BS $15 BILLION USD 
AUSTRALIA @@ ff $6.1 BILLION USD 
SPAIN SZ ff $5.5 BILLION USD 
SOUTH KOREA ‘®:| $1.1 BILLION USD 


PSJL4 


UNITED KINGDOM S| $1.1 BILLION USD 


TOP 10 TAX HAVENS 


6) 


$188.8 BILLION USD 


Ne 
y° 


6)| HONG KONG 
1,331 
MALAYSIA 


ON $283 BN 


15946 ISLANDS IVORY; 

@ 4151588 COAST ; 
~~ .Sy BRITISH dag OD G $147. BN 
é ww: ANGUILLA . NIGERIA 
HOS EN 


SEYCHELLES 
OG gPse0 


48,373 


CY TOP 5 COUNTRIES YQ 
~\? EXPERIENCING CAPITAL FLIGHT “* 


BY FINANCIAL ASSETS TRANSFERRED TO 
TAX HAVENS AS A % OF FOREIGN DEBT. 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


IN 2018, A LAWSUIT WAS FILED Cis TRUMP AND HIS CHILDREN 
ACCUSING THEM OF COMPLICITY IN SEVERAL CONSUMER FRAUD 
SCHEMES PERPETRATED BEFORE HE BECAME PRESIDENT, INCLUDING: 


REAL ESTATE AVITAMIN <A MULTILEVEL 
SEMINARS COMPANY MARKETING 
I UNDERSTAND COMPANY 
REAL ESTATE. WONDERFUL sea TESTA 


PRODUCTS. 
VIDEOPHONES 


THEY'RE 
AMAZING. 


ONE ACN PLAINTIFF ALLEGES TRUMP'S ENDORSEMENT— 
FOR WHICH HE WAS PAID — CONVINCED 
HER TO SHEEE OUT TO SIGN UP AS A MARKETER, 

TO ATTEND A SALES MEETING, AND 
TO ATTEND CONVENTIONS. 


BUT SHE ONLY 
EVER EARNED 
$38 SELLING 
ACN PRODUCTS. 


THIS ISN'T A FIRST FOR TRUMP. IN 2016, HE SETTLED 
A LAWSUIT RELATED TO TRUMP UNIVERSITY FOR 


AND IN 2018 HE WAS FORCED TO 


WE'VE FOUND 
A SHOCKING 
PATTERN OF 
ILLEGALITY. 


NY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 


IN FACT, IT'S NOT EVEN THE ONLY 
SCHEME 
THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION HAS TIES TO: 


PERCENTAGE OF 
PARTICIPANTS 


WHO LOST MONEY 
LOST MONEY: : 
O 99.94% << 
AA 
DIDN'T LOSE 


MONEY: 0.06% 


BEN CARSON: 
MANNATECH 
PERCENTAGE OF 


PARTICIPANTS 
WHO LOST MONEY 


LOST MONEY: 

99.28% 
DIDN'T LOSE 
MONEY: 0.72% 


BUT IT'S NOT JUST TRUMP'S GHOULS WHO ARE KNEE DEEP 
IN MULTILEVEL MARKETING. IN 2017, THE MLM INDUSTRY 
IN THE U.S. GENERATED IN SALES AND 
INVOLVED OF WHOM 

WERE WOMEN. THEIR EARNINGS WERE MINUSCULE, 
WITH AN AVERAGE OF ONLY 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


The Nib 
Interview 


The Earth's SurPace is entirely Plat. 
Space, the stars, and the planets 
you See are all an illusion oP the 
planetarium we live under. 


The planet's most powerPul nations 
learned oP this of this, then Signed the 
Antarctic Treaty barring exploration 
near the ice wall on the outer ring 
of the known world. 


Who built it? Either an advanced 
) civilization which is Much larger, MUCh 
more powerPul, and Much older than 
ourselves... or the divine. Those are 
your only two choices. 


The biggest scam of all: planet Earth. 
Nib editor Matt Bors and illustrator 
Maki Naro talk with YouTuber Mark 
Sargent, who is on a mission to reveal 
that the world is actually flat. 


Meet Mark Sargent, a leading 
popularizer of Plat Earth theory. 


I believe we are living in a building, 
a Structure, with walls and a Floor 
and a Ceiling. One that was So vast 
and $0 well hidden that even our 
best and brightest didn't Pigure it 
out until 1960. 


This iS not a one-oFP. Not only do 
you have multiple civilizations going 
through their life span within a dome, 
but you have Multiple domes all 
over the place. 


Ob, 50 the Earth is Flat and we're 
living in a giant experiment. But why do 
homans benePit by keeping it secret? 


People in authority, Men in 
positions of power, rarely give it 
up voluntarily... Well, iP all oP a 
Sudden there is a power that is 
above that, it undermines the 
credibility oP every power 
structure below it. 


There are those who think the deception 
puns deeper: that Mark himselP is an 
actor hired to throw us of? the trail of 
the true controllers of Plat Earth. 


Do you Still go to war if you're 
now all on the Same boat? IP you're all 
part of the same Pamily, it becomes 
almost immediately a community. 


Yeah, it doesn't 
Make any Sense. 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


Boss Tweed Busted 
An exposé in The New York Times and a series of scathing 

Thomas Nast cartoons in Harper’s Weekly led to the exposure of 
New York City’s corrupt boss, William M. Tweed in 1871. Tweed and 
his ring had embezzled a staggering $45 million from the New York 
municipal treasury, an amount larger than the entire annual U.S. 
federal budget before the Civil War. Tweed was arrested but released 
on bail; he still managed to get reelected to the New York State 
Senate in November 1871, thanks to his popularity and patronage. 

He was rearrested shortly after, but Nast’s cartoon depicting 
Tweed’s friend Sheriff Matthew Brennan tapping him on the 
shoulder suggests that he did not take it seriously. The disgusted 
Shadow of Justice hovers behind, vowing to make 
some of the Tweed ring pay for their crimes. 
Justice eventually prevailed. Tweed was found 
guilty in 1873; he escaped to Spain but was 
recognized from Nast’s cartoons and returned 
to the U.S., where he died in prison in 1878. 


Thanks to Nast, Tweed became the archetype for 


a greedy, corrupt political boss, sporting a massive ot. cenetile Minnick 


girth and an expensive diamond shirtfront pin. 


Jenny E. Robb 

Curator and associate professor 
at the Billy Ireland Cartoon 
Library & Museum 


Collection 
n Library & 
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THE ARREST OF “BOSS" TWRED—ANOTHER GOOD JOKE 
‘Tue Suapow or Jestice, “Lit MAKE SOXE OF YOU CRT TET.” 


“Sheriff Brexxax merely nodded to Mr. Twrxp, bade him ‘Good-day,” and laying his hand tenderly oa hie shoulder, said, In ,  Yea're 1 Ts peemed tke. ~ 
deliciously Bal Joke, and, jadging. from the faces. it was."=New York Tribene, = ola os rr 


‘ 


THE ARCHIVE 


= 
o 
iS 
= 
= 
> 
s 
iS 
<x 
> 
5 
f= 
& 
P=] 
o 
iw 
5 
uv 
= 


FEATURES 


JOSH CARTER 


LIZ ENRIGHT 


A MYSTERIOUS EMAIL PROMISES 
GREAT ADVENTURE 


FEATURES 


EVEN AS A CHILD, | SAVED 
MONEY. COMPULSIVELY. 


La repay 


\'ll pay you 
back plus $20. 


MY DAD NEVER SEEMED 
TO SHARE THAT HABIT. 


Can | borrow 
$100 until 
next week? 


\F IT WASN'T BORROWING MONEY FROM HIS OWN 
CHILD, IT WAS DISPLAYS OF WEALTH AND LUXURY. 


$3,300" 


$3,300* $30.000* 


WE WERE COMFORTABLE, FINANCIALLY. BUT SOMEROW 
WE ALWAYS SEEMED SHORT ON RESOURCES. 


ESPECIALLY ONCE 
MY PARENTS SPLIT. 


MY DAD PROMISED THAT MY COLLEGE 
EDUCATION WOULD BE PAID FOR. HE 

WAS ALWAYS WORKING ON SOMETHING 
TO MAKE US INCREDIBLY WEALTHY. 


BUT CHECKS FOR TUITION DRIED UP INA 
FEW MONTHS. IN HINDSIGHT IT WAS THE 
FIRST SIGN SOMETHING WAS WRONG. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


\T WAS ON VISITS HOME THAT THINGS Uh, what are 
BECAME MORE CLEAR. MY LITTLE BROTHER you:aupposed to 


WAS 12; SOMEONE HAD TO CARE FOR HIM. \t’s a scam. 


eat around here? 


Hey oS 
Broseidonl 


\‘m homel 
a Brofessor! 
‘ a KA 


Oh. shit! Number Onel You're here Yeah. \'ve seen these before. Usually it’s a 
earlier than expected. | was just going PETER OMU prince or something instead of whatever this \ don’t Know. 
to go out to get some groceries... is, but | definitely don’t think it’s legit. \'ve been working 


RE: Greetings my freind with him for a 


while now. 


Greetings my friend, 


You've 


1 Know this will be surprise to sent him 


you as you do not Know me 
but | am Mr. Peter Omu | 
work at Grand Central Bank 
of Nigeria. | got your contact 
from close friends who 
believe you will offer co- 
operation with me. (In GCBN 
there are funds equal to 20M 
While you're here, | wanted to show you what USD, | am seeking a partner 
\‘ve been working on. | got in contact with a who will assist me in trans- 
dude and he’s going to make us all rich. ferring this money to the US, 


For once, listen to me. Cut your 
losses. This money doesn’t exist! 


AE alk Upon transfer, we can Split 
i ca the funds 40% to 60%, If this 
; sounds agreeable to 
you, please respond with your 
nailing address and personal 
phone number. Please do 
Not share my identity with 
anyone. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


THIS SUPPOSED TRANSFER IS FINANCED 
BY THE VICTIM, WITH CLAIMS THAT 
THEY ARE PAYING TAXES, BRIBES, OR 
LEGAL FEES THAT WILL ALL BE REPAID 
UPON A SUCCESSFUL TRANSFER. 


“419” FRAUD AS A 
VARIATION OF AN 
ADVANCE-FEE SCHEME 
IN WHICH THE VICTIM 
\S CONTACTED WITH 


AN “OPPORTUNITY” : 
TO SPLIT MILLIONS OF Ts 
DOLLARS IF THEY KELP a 
THE SENDER, USUALLY 

IMPERSONATING A 

WELL-CONNECTED a 

%e 
K ei "4 


PERSON OR 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL 
CMOST INFAMOUSLY A 

MEN AND VICTIMS OVER G0 
LOSE MORE THAN THEIR 
COUNTERPARTS, BUT VICTIMS 


PRINCE), TRANSFER 
THE MONEY OUT OF 
COME FROM ALL AGE GROUPS. 


THE COUNTRY. 


iN 2 2 


23,000 victims 


LOST $53 MILLION 


SOME VICTIMS HAVE BEEN LURED 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES WHERE THEY 


ARE THEN KIDNAPPED FOR RANSOMI THE NAME “#19” 


ORIGINATES FROM A 
SECTION OF THE 
NIGERIAN LEGAL CODE 
WHICH CONCERNS FRAUD, 
GIVEN THE POPULARITY 
OF THESE SCAMS 
\N NIGERIA. 
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A FEW MONTHS LATER ... 


Walt, 
what do you You quit 
mean? your jobP 


A FEW WEEKS AFTER THAT, DAD INSISTED 
\ COME HOME AT A VERY SPECIFIC TIME. 


Hey, what's 


going on? Everything okay? 


Something happen with 
Christian? Mom? 


Hey, Number Onel 
Go ahead, sit downl 
We're waiting. 


\ Know you've been 
thinking \’'m batshit, 
it’s all a scam. 


But here’s what 
you don’t Know. It 
was all real. 


Yeah. | couldn’t stand 
working for those 
fucks anymore. 


Don’t worry 
about me, | have 
something In the 
pipe for money. 


We're all 
going to be 
rich soon. 


You remember that 
e-mail | showed you 
a while back? 


\‘ve been 
working as a 
Secret Agent 

Man. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


\ DIDN’T ASK WHAT THAT MEANT. WHETHER IT WAS TRUE OR 
NOT, | DECIDED THAT THE LESS | KNEW THE BETTER. 


And in about 
30 minutes, |’m 
getting a delivery: 
$11 million. 


THE PIECES FINALLY BEGAN TO FALL INTO PLACE. WHY THE TUITION PAYMENTS HAD 
STOPPED, WHY THERE WAS NO FOOD IN THE HOUSE FOR MY BROTHER, WHY HE'D QUIT 
HIS JOB. ALL OF HIS MONEY, EVERY PENNY, WAS BEING FUNNELED INTO THIS SCHEME. 


AT THAT POINT, | WAS JUST TRYING TO TAKE THIS IN. THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING 
\ COULD THINK ABOUT: WHETHER MY DAD WAS CORRECT OR NOT, $11 MILLION 
\S A LOT OF MONEY. THE KIND OF MONEY THAT PEOPLE GET KILLED OVER. 


\ have 
to go. 
What do you 


mean? | want you Sorry. 


here for this. \ can’t. 


Vl call 
you later. 
—w 


show up? 


Sorry | had to 
leave. | just 
couldn't be there. 


You don't 
believe me, 
do you? 


EITHER MY DAD WAS RIGHT AND 


THE SITUATION IS UNSAFE, OR HE WAS 


WRONG AND | DIDN’T WANT TO BE 
AROUND WHEN HE REALIZED IT. 


ALL | COULD THINK WAS “GET AWAY.” 


No. But he 
called me, told me 
he'd definitely be 

here tomorrow. 


Do you think 
you could be 
here for it? 


No. But 
\ hope it’s 
true. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


A 


FEW DAYS LATER, | GOT A PHONE CALL. 


Hello, Mr. 
Joshua. 


\T WAS A MAN WITH A THICK ACCENT. 


\ was told by 
your father to call 
and assure you that 

by God's grace... 


he and you will 
receive everything 
that has been 
promised. 


\t will just take 
a bit longer and 
with God’s grace all 
will be delivered. 
Bless you 
and have a 
nice daul 


Don't involve me 
in this anymore. 


THAT WAS THE LAST | HEARD OF THE SITUATION. MY DAD AND | DIDN'T 
DISCUSS IT. ALL | KNEW WAS WHAT MY DAD HAD LOST IN THIS SCAM: 
HIS MONEY, THEN HIS SAVINGS, HIS RETIREMENT FUND —EVERYTHING. 


THE HOUSE WAS LOST AS WELL 


WHEN THE GREAT RECESSION HIT, Fi 


BUT IT WASN'T EXACTLY A SHOCK. 


\ DIDN'T KEEP A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIM, BUT WE MET UP RECENTLY ... 


ARQ 


What did 
you want to 
ask me? 


LIFE IS MUCK BETTER NOW. HE’S LIVING 
ON DISABILITY AND HE SEEMS HAPPY. 


To be honest 
with you, at the time 
\ didn’t give a fuck. 


\f you noticed, | 
started taking medicine 
after that. And I've Leen 

taking it ever since. 


The real 
problem? | was 
depressed. 


AND FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A DECADE 
KE OPENED UP ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED. 


When | got to 
50 \ didn’t know 
what the fuck | 
was gonna do. 


\ needed some 
adventure. Without it 
\ wouldve died. That’s 

how miserable | was. 


So, | 
made my own 
adventure. 


\ left with the most 
important thing: my ass. 
That's It. Nothing else. 


\'ll make 
the money back. 
\ always have. 


FEATURES 


‘_.. WHERE FRAUD IS PERMITTED AND CONNIVED AT, OR HATH NO LAW TO PUNISH IT, 
THE HONEST DEALER IS ALWAYS UNDONE, AND THE KNAVE GETS THE ADVANTAGE.’” 
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| WAS COLLECTING 
TESTIMONIES FROM 
REFUGEES AND 
RESIDENTS. 


In a weekly podcast that dives into crucial social issues, 
Jeremy Scahill talks to writers, thinkers, and artists who 
challenge our preconceptions about the world we live in. 


JONATHAN SWIFT, 


GULLWERS TRAVELS 


EACH STORY | ENCOUN- 
TERED WAS FILLED P Baas ig he 
WITH FRUSTRATION OPED... 
AND SADNESS. 
mii 


~OR WERE FATALISTIC 
AND DISMAL TOWARDS 
THEIR LIVES. 


FEATURES 


SY MERRF i 
BURNS \? 


FEATURES 


UMM AHMED'S STORY BEGAN 
LIKE MANY IN SYRIA: 
FLEEING THE WAR. 


BUT LEBANON IS VERY EXPENSIVE. 
AID AND UNSKILLED WORK 
BARELY KEPT THEM AFLOAT. 
IT WAS RISKY, SINCE SYRIAN 
REFUGEES ARE RESTRICTED 
FROM WORK IN LEBANON. 


ARRIVING IN LEBANON, SHE AND 

HER FAMILY MANAGED TO FIND 

AN AFFORDABLE APARTMENT 
IN BEIRUT'S OUTSKIRTS. 

NoT WHAT THEY’D BEEN USED 
T0, BUT NO WAR HERE. 


UNSURE WHEN THEY’D RETURN 
TO SYRIA, THEY TRIED TO 
REBUILD A SEMBLANCE OF 

THEIR PAST LIVES. 


Y 


Mr 


) 6 


HOSTILITY FROM POLITICIANS, 
MILITARY, AND NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA TOWARDS 
REFUGEES INFLAMED XENOPHOBIA, 
AND RESTRICTIONS INCREASED. 


UMM AHMED AND HER FAMILY 
OFTEN CONFINED THEMSELVES 
TO THEIR APARTMENT. 


ALIENATION, ISOLATION, 
FRUSTRATION, AND FEAR 
DOMINATED. 


LIFE IN LEBANON CLEARLY WASN'T VIABLE. 

LIKE MANY OTHERS, THEY CONSIDERED EUROPE. 
IT WASN'T EASY TO GET THERE, AND LEGAL 
RESETTLEMENT WASN’T GUARANTEED. IT COULD 
TAKE MONTHS OR YEARS IF IT HAPPENED AT ALL. 


SMUGGLERS 
POSED THEIR OWN 


POTENTIALLY 
») FATAL DANGERS. 


WHAT TO DO? 


OUST WHEN THEY WERE 
AT THEIR MOST TRAPPED, 
VULNERABLE, AND DESPERATE, 
A MAN ENTERED THE SCENE. 


AND $0 UMM AHMED AND HER FAMILY PASSED ALONG THEIR DOCUMENTS, AND THEY PAID THE MAN 
MONEY FROM WHAT REMAINED FROM THEIR SAVINGS AND FROM THE BELONGINGS THEY SOLD. 


YOU HAVE TO DO IS WAIT AND 
GET ON THAT 
PLANE. 


THIS, | ASSURE 
you, |S YOUR 
BEST CHANCE! 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


AS PROMISED, AT AN AGREED TIME AT NIGHT, TRANSPORTATION ARRIVED IN FRONT OF THEIR APARTMENT. 
UMM AHMED, WITH HER FAMILY AND AROUND 30 OTHER FAMILIES, WERE WHISKED AWAY TO THE AIRPORT. 


THEY WERE DROPPED OFF AND TOLD 10 WAIT. THE PLANE WAS BEING PREPARED. 
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$0 THEY eV NED. EAGER, ANXIOUS, AND HOPEFUL. Tey WAITED, AND WAITED SOME MORE. 


FINALLY, T0 THEIR HORROR, OFFICIALS CAME 
OVER TO DEMAND THEY STOP LOITERING AND 
LEAVE THE AIRPORT. 


THERE WAS NO PLANE. NO JOURNEY TO EUROPE. 
IT HAD ALL BEEN AN ELABORATE SCAM. 


BROKE, FINANCIALLY AND EMOTIONALLY, 
THEY RETURNED TO THEIR 
BARREN APARTMENT. 


THERE SHE WAS IN THAT SMALL ROOM, 
RAW EMOTION POURING OUT, HEART BITTER, 
HER WORDS WERE LIKE HER THOUGHTS — 
ENSNARED IN A LOOP. 


MY HEART BURNS. 

THIS ISN’T OUR FAULT, RIGHT? 
MY HUSBAND IS BROKEN AS 
A MAN BECAUSE OF THIS. 
HE SLEEPS AND DOESN'T 
MOVE ANYMORE. 

WE HAVE NOTHING. 

THEY DESTROYED US. 

MY GOD. WE ARE GooD 
PEOPLE, WE'VE NOT 
HARMED ANYONE, 


WHY DID 

THIS HAPPENZ 
WHAT DO WE DO? 
WHO CAN | TURN 
0? THE POLICE? 
NO! UNHCR7* 


® * NITED NATIONS 
REFUGEE AGENCY 


UMM AHMED REACHED OUT TO UNRWA BUT 
WAS TOLD THE MAN SHE WAS LOOKING FOR 
WASN'T EMPLOYED TORE: 


THEN THE PHONE CALLS 
STARTED. IF THEY CONTINUE 
WITH QUESTIONS, LIVES WILL 
BE IN DANGER. YOUNG LIVES. 


TRAUMATIZED, LOST, HURT, FURIOUS, 
OBSESSIVELY AND DESPERATELY 
TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE HoWs 
AND WHYS OF IT ALL. 


THEYLL BLAME US FOR TRYING 
TO LEAVE TO EUROPE! HOW COULD THIs 
HAPPEN? WHAT DO | DO? WHERE Is 
JUSTICE? THEY SAID THEY’D GO AFTER 
THE CHILDREN! 0H GOD! HOW COULD A 
HUMAN DO THIS TO OTHERS? 
MY HEART...IT BURNS SO MUCH! 


FUCK. THAT. GUY. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


y 


YEARS LATER, WORKING ON THIS COMIC, ae 
| CORRESPONDED WITH LISA ABOU KHALED, ; 
UNHCR’S PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER IN BEIRUT. J 


| SPOKE WITH HUMAN RIGHTS 
LAWYER DIALA CHEHADE. 


UNHCR has received reports of >> WHAT DRIVES 


pid ; THESE SCAMS 
claiming to provide support for MAND ABUSES? 
resettlement, mainly by helping 

refugees in filling forms from the ff) 

various Embassies. Such initia- 

tives and activities are not 

necessarily always fraudulent, 

as the forms can be legitimate 

forms from the Embassies. 

However, indeed, UNHCR is 

regularly informed of fraudulent 

activities that promise refugees 

various levels of support. 


INTO THAT VOID 
COMES OPPORTUNITY 
FOR EXPLOITATION 
AND PROFIT. 


THERE ARE TALKS ON RETURNING REFUGEES BUT NO 

SAFETY GUARANTEES BY THE SYRIAN REGIME, AND A 

HISTORY OF HOSTILITY AND LEGAL RESTRICTIONS IN 

LEBANON AGAINST “FOREIGNERS.” SO PEOPLE BREAK 
THE LAW TO LIVE. 


ARE JUDGES 
AND SECURITY 
FORCES PART 
OF THE 
PROBLEMZ 


IT'S A MIXED BAG, YOU HEAR SOME Good 


STORIES..AND SOME HORRIBLE ONES. 


so WHO 
PROTECTS THE 
REFUGEES? 


FEATURES 


, A LOCAL NGO IN JORDAN, THE LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Nee ne nea eee ace ae, | | UNIT OF THE ARAB RENAISSANCE FOR DEMOCRACY | 
SIMILAR PATTERNS AND GAPS THAT ALLOW AND DEVELOPMENT CARKD) OPSERVED THAT 
FRAUD TO FLOURISH AGAINST REFUGEES. >. EROEY Aianees) SV noon Detrarre> 
IS RELATED T0 RESETTLEMENT OR ILLEGAL 
MIGRATION, WITH AROUND 70% OF THE CASES 
INVOLVING PROMISES OF THE LATTER 


FEATURES 


WITHOUT AN APPROACHABLE LEGAL PROCESS THAT OFFERS JUSTICE AND PROTECTION, 


MOST ORGANIZATIONS HAVE RESORTED TO AWARENESS-RAISING CAMPAIGNS. 
KNOWLEDGE, IT IS HOPED, COULD COUNTER THE CONFUSION, FEAR, AND IGNORANCE 
THAT SCAMMERS THRIVE IN. 


FEATURES 


: sd AS 
ARRD REPORTED THAT INDIVIDUALS OFTEN POSE AS UNHCR STAFF, STAFF OF S| 1 


WESTERN EMBASSIES, FAKE VISA/MIGRATION COMPANIES, OR LICENSING COMPANIES. 
THE SCHEMES ARE OFTEN ELABORATE. 


VOLUNTEERS, 


PARTICIPATION OF UNHCR 

RESETTLEMENT STAFF IN 
A RADIO SHOW TO CLARIFY 
THE PROCEDURE, ETC. 


IN ADDITION, WHEN REFUGEES ARE VICTIMS, 
ARRD WENT ON TO STATE THAT THEY ARE HESITANT TO LOOK FOR LEGAL 
““THE PERPETRATORS’ HIGH LEVEL oF RECOURSE OR REPORT CASES TO UNHCR BECAUSE 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL INDICATES THAT THESE THEY FEAR ‘‘GETTING IN TROUBLE THEMSELVES 
WERE NOT ISOLATED CASES, BUT RATHER PART FOR TRYING TO DO SOMETHING ILLEGAL’’ OR ‘THEY 
OF A LARGER CRIMINAL NETWORK. BASED WILL BE NEGATIVELY IMPACTED — EITHER THROUGH 
ON THE ACCOUNT OF REFUGEES, IT APPEARS LEGAL COMPLICATIONS OR OTHER CONCERNS.’” 
THAT A LOT OF MONEY AND EFFORT IS BEING 
PUT BEHIND THE COUNTERFEITING OF LOCOS, 
COPYING UNIFORMS, AND THE USE OF 
MULTIPLE MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS.’’ 


FEATURES 
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THE AWARENESS—RAISING CAMPAIGNS HAVE THEIR THERE IS A BIGGER SCAM AT WORK HERE, 


DO le 


TES E56 wfA 


SUCCESSES, ACCORDING TO BOTH ARRD AND UNHCR. WHICH ALLOWS OTHER SCAMS AGAINST LE << 
BUT IT CLEARLY DOESN’T HELP THOSE WHO HAVE REFUGEES TO THRIVE. Jam) Ay 
ALREADY FALLEN INTO A TRAP. NOR DOES IT AIM <> iy 

TO TACKLE THE TRUE HEART OF THE MATTER sa — 
NS = 
} ' lr ViVi eae) 
R<\ AN BALLS BROUGHT [iA iw 
S12 \ ONE MAN FAME, ix we 
Mi iS MONEY, POWER... 
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THIS IS THE GRAND SCAM OF ARTIFICIAL 
NATION-STATES, HARD BORDERS, RISING WALLS, Bid flrs gece dig hse Bg tal 
PASSPORT HIERARCHIES AND VISA REGIMES - 70 LWE AS NORMALLY AS POSSIBLE. 
ALL BUILT ON THE DELUDED NOTIONS OF “PURITY” We DOO Ob 

VS. THE “OTHER” AND SUPREMACY 
OF AN “US” VS. A “THEM? 
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HUMANS CAUSE WARS, POVERTY, AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE. NONE OF THAT IS SLOWING DOWN. IT’s 
GETTING WORSE. AND BECAUSE OF THAT, PEOPLE 
WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE. 


WILL THE BORDERS COME DOWN FOR THE DESPERATE f 
FLEEING IN SEARCH OF A BETTER LIFE? as 
WILL THERE BE DIGNIFIED AND HUMANE OR WILL THE ADVANTAGE Go To THE KNAVE, AND SZ) 
RECEPTION FOR THOSE WHO DO COME IN7 WE SIMPLY WATCH THIS DANCE AGAIN AND AGAIN7 al 
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In 1123, a man in tiny Milford, Kansas, 
established one of the First commercial 
radio stations in the country. This 
pioneer of radio was “Doctor John 


FEATURES 


Romulus Brinkley. He had no MV) 
legitimate medical degree. \s AN 
Many wives nea 

come to me and sau, pan 

“Doctor! My loeskeatl NY 

is no good!” i 1\ 


15% of 
divorce cases are 
due to diseased 


Men, don't 
let this happen 


Brinkley spent hours on air advertising his 
Famed impotence-reversing Surgery, wherein 
he inserted goat testicles into the scrotums 
of men who wished to be more virile. 


os et 
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They were the perfect victims. Those who didn't benefit From the placebo 
effect were often too ashamed to come Forward about the Fraud. 


He also prescribed his own tinctures 
and tonics to listeners writing in to his 
show. The kickbacks From pharmacies 
garnered him roughly $14,000 a week. 


Probably - 


m kidney stone 


It also garnered 

criticism From the American 
Medical Association, particularly 
journal editor Morris Fishbein. 


People traveled to Brinkley’s Kansas 
clinic From all over the world. 
As the number of patients 
grew, so did Brinkley's 
claims of the supposed 
benefits of his 
revolutionary procedure. 


FEATURES 


At $750 per surgery, 
Brinkley brought in 
about half a 

million dollars 

a year. 


Remember, 


only as old as 
his glands. 


All energy is 
sex energy. 


Fishbein resolved to 
take Brinkley down. 


wari \— 


He led a crusade that resulted in 
both Brinkley’s license to practice 
medicine in Kansas as well as his 
broadcasting license being 
revoke in 1930. 


In response, Brinkley announced he 
would run For governor of Kansas. 


He may have been a shoddy doctor, 
but he was an expert showman. 
He drew larger crowds than any 
candidate in Kansas history. 


He relocated to Del Rio, Texas, and built a radio station across the border 
in Mexico, Free From the constraints of US.law. At an unheard-of 1 million 
watts, XER broadcast to the entire U.S. and at least 15 other countries. 


FEATURES 


His campaign 
promises were 
unrealistic. 


Voters knew 
that, but they 
didn't care. 


YW -<BRIN 
Patients Flooded into Texas, and so did the 
cash. He made $12 million at the 


height of the 
Depression. 


He was charismatic, and 
his rants against the 
establishment resonated 


oo 


Nt | with rural communities bik FY y ot « /| ili \ 
hard by the Depression. § h (( Xs = Bi AUN ayy 
Opponents called \ LEAL PY PES ARS 


\ oss 
his supporters Wess 


iterate morons. 


In addition to his own rants and musings, 
Brinkley Filled the airwaves with regional 
and Folk music. XER popularized the 
country genre on a national scale, helping 
to launch the careers of performers like 
. Gene Autry and the Carter Family. 


They wore it as a 
Just days before 

the election, nervous 
officials changed rules For 
write-in candidates. Ballots 


> \ 


es ek ek Vee 


k Legislators scrambled to pass new laws, 


: “Rk negotiate treaties with Mexico, and File 
pesiacaphea oes sAbicephor, lawsuits to shut down XER, but to 
eaiay,s ne Z\A no avail. 

Xe 


As many as 50,000 Brinkley 
votes were thrown out For 
misspellings. He lost the 
election by only 33,895. 


ERUS 


But Brinkley 


Buk. then Brinkley made a 
had a new plan. 


Fishbein grew mistake. His ego damaged, he 
increasingly Frustrated. sued Fishbein For libel in 1934. 


What is the \ 
cost of Formula / — 
~ 1020? 


One remedy Brinkley claimed boosted hie blood 
cells was revealed Eo be merely water and blue dye. 


And how does 
it produce the 
: white blood § 


| charge 
$100 for the 
oN Dan 
Sr. aa AN 


Bi) seed 


injections. Da, | 
> ee 
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ial 
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ne the dosage\ | pr ~ 4 | , 
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“3 a) fad oF § yee 
if 


} uae. 
rightly know 
what, 


Brinkley slammed his 
detractors via radio, 
but it was too 

bic Actas oF The loss in late. 
<hek's 4 the court unleashed a 

stute wave of lawsuits For wrongful 
. death, malpractice, and Fraud. 


Brinkley losk everything. 
His health took a sudden turn, and he 
died penniless just two years later. 


His remaining 
supporters 
attended 


the Funeral. 


| knew he was 
bilking me. 


liked him 
anyway. 


Selected sources: Charlatan by Pope Brock, The Goat Gland Transplantation by Sydney Blanshard 
Flower, the collections of the Kansas Historical Society, and several contemporary newspapers. 
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IN APRIL 2019, | ATTENDED A doTERRA EVENT 
IN NEWCASTLE, U.K., AND LET ME TELL YOU, 
IT WAS A WEIRD TIME. 


po you TRUST 
A6TERRA? 


FOUNDED IN 2008, dSTERRA IS A MULTILEVEL 
MARKETING COMPANY (MLM) THAT SELLS ESSENTIAL 
OIL PRODUCTS THROUGH A NETWORK OF 
DISTRIBUTORS, OR “WELLNESS ADVOCATES.” 


THAT ONE FELT WEIRD, TOO 


PETER REA, 
DIAMOND LEADER 
(0.07% OF WELLNESS 
ADVOCATES) 


WELLNESS ADVOCATES PAY AN ANNUAL FEE TO 
BUY dSTERRA PRODUCTS AT WHOLESALE AND 
RESELL FOR A RETAIL PRICE AT A PROFIT OF 25%. 


BUT BACK THEN | DIDN'T KNOW THE STRUCTURE 


ABOVE AND BENEATH EACH MARY KAY DISTRIBUTOR 


OR THE PREVALENCE OF THE MLM MODEL. 


HEY! Soney To HEAR 
You'VE SEEN STRESSED, 
HAVE You TRIED 


d5TERRA's LAVENDER 04? 
OMG ITS so Goop.. 


LIKE OTHER MLMS, THE BEST WAY TO MAKE 
MONEY THROUGH ddTERRA IS TO LURE OTHERS 
INTO THE COMPANY AND MAKE A COMMISSION 
ON THEIR EFFORTS. 


MLMS PRESENT YOU WITH A LADDER TO THE 
TOP, IF ONLY YOU WORK HARD ENOUGH. 
(IT JUST HAPPENS TO LOOK LIKE A PYRAMID.) 


THE EVENT WAS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON THE 
PRODUCT ITSELF, WITH LITTLE REFERENCE TO 
THE REALITIES OF BUSINESS, EVEN EVADING THE 
LANGUAGE OF BUSINESS: 


WELLNESS ADVOCATES 
AREN'T SELLING THE OILS, 
THEY'RE SHARING. 


NOT WORKING, 
BUT CARING. 


IT SELLS ITSELF! AND IF IT DOESN'T, WELL, YOU 
NEED IT FOR YOURSELF ANYWAY, SO YOU MIGHT 
AS WELL BE BUYING IT WHOLESALE 


FEATURES 
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THE EVENING BEGAN WITH AN 
"INTRODUCTION TO ESSENTIAL OILS” CLASS... 


Topsy WweERE 
GOMWWA TREAT 
you LIKE youve 
NEVER HEARD OF 
ESSENTIAL OILS. 


LISA ROONEY, 
SALES MANAGER 
U.K. & IRELAND 


THE COMPANY MIXES THE LANGUAGE OF MEDICINE 
AND HEALTH WITH AIRY MEANINGLESS TERMS - 
POSSIBLY BECAUSE IN THE U.K. IT IS ILLEGAL FOR 
THEM TO CLAIM THAT doTERRA OILS CAN TREAT 
OR PREVENT DISEASE GIVEN THAT THEY HAVE NOT 
BEEN PROVEN TO DO SO. 


«BASICALLY HOW TO CONDUCT A SALES PITCH. 


WHAT bO 
We WANT 
Moke oF 7 


MAIRI TAYLOR, 
PLATINUM LEADER 

(0.07% OF WELLNESS 
ADVOCATES) 


IN FACT, dOTERRA EMPHASIZES AN 
ANTI-MEDICINE STANCE, STIRRING UP 
DISTRUST IN THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM. 


WHAT'S [THE 
bocToR] GoiInG 
To SAy A8B0v7r 
My Bobby THAT 
4 BON'T 
MN ALReavy KNOW? 


YET A MORE POTENT TACK THAN BOGUS 
SCIENCE IS THE PERSONAL TESTIMONIAL. \ 


THE IDEA THAT THE “NATURALNESS” OF OILS 
MAKES THEM AN INHERENT SOLUTION FOR JUST 
ABOUT ANYTHING IS PREVALENT. 


WE'RE AT THE HOSPITAL: 
HE ATE THE HANDSOAR 


“ESSENTIAL a e a mevicine- 
CELLS AND UT yucikE ow! 


*MAIRI TAYLOR 


COMBINING LEGITIMATE FEARS 


we LIVE IN A 
ConSTANT STATE 
OF STRESS. 


WITH INCORRECT OR 
UNVERIFIED SOLUTIONS 


IS KEY TO THE SELL. 


IN 2014, dSTERRA RECEIVED A WARNING LETTER 
FROM THE FDA REGARDING ITS DISTRIBUTORS’ 

CLAIMS THAT ESSENTIAL OILS CAN CURE, TREAT, 
OR PREVENT DISEASES. 


We HAVE A WHOLE TEAM 
Cwxose jog is TO] LOOK FOR 
POTENTIAL CLAMS, LIKE 

"FRANKINCENSE AND CANCER" 
— ANYTHING SUSPECT GOES UP 
WE TRY To GET IT DOWN 
WITHIN 24 HOURS, 


You cou.pw'r 
PAY ME £1 million 
To STOP raKING 
MY FRANKINCENSE 


KIRK JOWERS, 


dSTERRA VICE PRESIDENT (OF COURSE NO ONE FLAGGED 


THE CANCER STATEMENTS 
MADE AT THE EVENT.) 
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AT ELEVEN YEARS OLD, doTERRA IS STILL 
GROWING, AND THIS NEWCASTLE EVENT 
WAS PART OF A TOUR TO BUILD ON ITS 
EUROPEAN PRESENCE. 
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Newcastle | 
e are 


Forging The Future 


START 
MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 
WORL Dwipe. 


Tonight here in 
W 


FOUNDED BY FORMER EXECUTIVES OF ANOTHER 
ESSENTIAL OIL MLM, YOUNG LIVING, dSTERRA 
BOASTS OVER A BILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY IN 
SALES AND 3 MILLION WELLNESS ADVOCATES - 


IT’S EASIEST TO MAKE MONEY IN MLMS WHILE 
THEY’RE YOUNG, BEFORE AN AREA IS SATURATED 
WITH DISTRIBUTORS AND DISTRIBUTORS’ CONTACTS. 


OO 
aii RR 


THE MODEL DEMANDS CONSTANT GROWTH - 
EVERY WELLNESS ADVOCATE MUST HAVE A 
TRIANGULAR-SHAPED DOWNLINE IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN THEIR LEVEL, AND THAT DOWNLINE 
MUST GROW IF THEY'RE TO ADVANCE. 


\NELINESS ADVOCATES 


THE PRODUCTS ARE SOLD AS A NECESSITY, WITH 
SOME SUBTLE JABS AT THOSE WHO MIGHT KEEP 
YOU FROM YOUR ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Coved you 


IMAGINE IF 

Someone SAIO 

yov HAD T° 
STOP USING 


ESSENTIAL ONS? 


| LEFT THE EVENT EMPTY-HANDED, HAVING TRIED 
A SMALL SELECTION OF OILS. 


Oe rq 
Bran 


fl 


| THOUGHT OF THE LAVENDER OIL A FRIEND 


oT A 

very Good 

FRIEND, ARE 
THEY ? 


GSTERRA CAPITALIZES ON THE SENTIMENT THAT BY 
REDUCING STRESS WE MAY LEAD HEALTHIER LIVES. 


eo 
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GAVE ME FOR TRAVEL ANXIETY AND WONDERED 
WHERE IT CAME FROM. 


245° (423,55 
0 §1.3milion) 


mrtenk mae 


SINCE 99% OF WELLNESS ADVOCATES 
WON'T MAKE A LIVABLE WAGE BUT WILL 


$ 
z LEARN A DISTRUST OF EFFECTIVE MEDICINE 
« 
} AND STANDARD HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS.. 
ae 
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> 
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.IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT 
dGSTERRA’S REAL GOAL IS TO MAKE 
ANYONE'S LIFE STRESS FREE. 


®|nkwell 


LeAQN the 
GAC oF Comics! 


REVISED EDITION 


jmpossteLe 


IZARVEe 
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Illustration by Kasia Babis 


® @ 


y 


Recite the ancient incantation, “Abracadabra! The Inkwell is our membership program — 
I want more comics!” and like magic, this to sustain The Nib and keep us conjuring | Al dy N | rR 
magazine will appear in your home! That and __ the best nonfiction and political cartoons. — JP) 


going to our website and giving us money. Join us at thenib.com/inkwell. 


Natwarlal illustration by Ghadi Ghosn 
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7 
(952) 771-C361 fi 
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fale 
(952) 633-4018 | 995) 
nhoFfreal.com (EEE 
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SUL LMU 


LENDING MONEY AT UNREASONABLY = _IT'S RUINOUS TO THE BORROWER, 
HIGH RATES OF INTEREST HAS BEEN = THAT'S WHY MANY SOCIETIES 
SEEN THROUGHOUT HISTORY AS = AND RELIGIONS REGULATED AND 


INHERENTLY EXPLOITATIVE, Z DERIDED MALICIOUS LENDING TACTICS— 


INCLUDING BANWING THEM EVTIREL4, 
Uae 
TL 


STUN 


L 


ui 


TH 


i 


DEBT COLLECTION AND PUNISHMENT OF THIS, TOO, HAS BEEN 
DEBTORS HAS ALSO BEEN ENFORCED EXPLOITED THROUGHOUT 
THROUGH LAWS, THEIR AUTHORITY HISTORY, 
ROOTED IN THE SANCTITY OF THE 

CONTRACT, THE SEAL, THE SIGNATURE, ——— 


ST 
AX | 
Ay c 
~ » 
Wi} f , 
0 % 


his Goverment, < 
eras vith Toteret ¢0 be paid 2) 


AWitnefs my Hand, 


D) Jbiob** 


IN 2008, THESE TWO FORMS OF FRAUD—PREDATORY LOANS AND 
FORGERY—CAME TOGETHER IN THE UNITED STATES ON A LEVEL NEVER 
BEFORE SEEN IN HISTORY, WE CALLED IT THE "MORTGAGE CRISIS," 


~ i . Vee 
THE LATE 90s AND EARLY 2000; Po 


WAS AN ERA OF EASY CREDIT AND 
DUPLICITOUS BANK PRACTICES, 


A MORTGAGE BOOM WAS FUELED BY 
EASY CREDIT, LAX REGULATION, AND 
THE ADJUSTABLE-RATE MORTGAGE 
| (ARM)—AN INITIALLY LOW-INTEREST 

— RATE THAT WOULD OFTEN DOUBLE 
~~ BANKS LIKE WELLS FARGO AND JP y YEARS DOWN THE ROAD, 
=—— 7) MORGAN BUNDLED THESE SUBPRIME 

= «LOANS AND SOLD THEM TO WALL v 

STREET INVESTMENT FIRMS LIKE BEAR 

¥ STEARNS AND GOLDMAN SACHS — 


WHICH THEN CREATED HIGHLY 
VALUED MOR TGAGE-BACKED 
SECURITIES WITH AN AAA 
RATING, A BUBBLE OVER- 

VALUED IN THE TRILLIONS, 


WHEN IT ALL COLLAPSED, THE 
WORLD ECONOMY WAS IN TATIERS 
AND BANKS SOUGHT TO RECLAIM 

HOMES THROUGH FORECLOSURE, 


| 


= THE IMPACT WAS DEVASTATING, 
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PEOPLE J SPOKE WITH DESCRIBED HOw _wlae 
PREDATORY PRACTICES GOT THEM HOMES — 

HEN RIPPED THOSE HOMES AWAY, DEBBIE AND RON AUSTIN RESISTED 
HEIR EVICTION AFTER CANCER 
TREATMENT, SURGERIES, AND A JOB 
LOST LEFT THEM IN BANKRUPTCY, 


THEY EMBELLISHED 

MY INCOME SO THE 

LOAN WOULD BE 
APPROVED, 


MORE THAN 8 MILLION AMERICANS LOST THEIR Homes 
AND AT LEAST $8 TRILLION IN HOME EQUITY; pane 
PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS EVAPORATED, ! 


TR 


THEY WERE HANDING 
OUT MORTGAGES, I DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT I WAS 
SIGNING AT THE TIME, 


AY VA YW 


THEY WERE EVICTED EARLY ONE 
MORNING IN 2013 BY ARMED GUARDS, 


| (itis la ‘ 
AMERICA WAS ERASED, HALF, | WE MADE ALL OUR 
ie, — PAYMENTS! WE EVEN 


PROVED WE MADE 


Se ea ——— 
E ONE STUDY ESTIMATED THAT IN THE =a 
/— PEAK YEARS OF THE RECESSION, MORE THAN =a 
= 10,000 PEOPLE COMMITTED SUICIDE, EZ 


= an 
MANY DIDN'T GO WITHOUT A FIGHT, = 
By ALICIA JACKSON REOCCUPIED HER i 
FORECLOSED HOME AND REFUSED TO LEAVE, 


We age. TRING 
TO EVICT me AND 
BOARD UP m4 HOW! _/ 


} LOST WEALTH, PRODUCTIVITY, AND DELAYED AND 
FORGONE OPPORTUNITIES ARE INCALCULABLE, 
— q : Oo 


SOURCES: BRITISH JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRY AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REAL ESTATE BROKERS SOURCE: PORTLAND MERCURY 
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LOAN OFFICER TONY PASCHAL 
TESTIFIED TO THE PREDATORY = 
PRACTICES WIDESPREAD IN THE 
MORTGAGE INDUSTRY, 


AND ALL OF THIS WAS 
CAUSED BY INTENT|ONAL 
FRAUD, IN 2009, THE CITY 
OF BALTIMORE FILED SUIT 
AGAINST WELLS FARGO 
FOR SINGLING OUT BLACK 

PEOPLE FOR HIGH-INTEREST 

SUBPRIME MORTGAGES, 


IF A LOAN OFFICER REFERRED 

) A BORROWER WHO SHOULD HAVE 

} QUALIFIED FOR A PRIME LOAN TOA | 
- SUBPRIME LOAN, THE LOAN OFFICER + 
WOULD RECEIVE A BONUS, 


1) 1 


2 PASCHAL WAS FIRED IN 2007 FOR, 
ESSENTIALLY, NOT BEING RACIST ENOUGH, 


> : 
Z PASCHAL TESTIFIED THAT WELLS FARGO'S 
\ SUBPRIME MORTGAGE LENDERS TARGETED 


—- | 
= m4 oan = 
PRODUCTION WAS 
= PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN y LOWER THAN MANY | 
E NEIGHBORHOODS, PASCHAL SAID COLLEAGUES + OTHER LOAN OFFICERS 


1 Spoke OF THEIR CLIENTS THIS WAY: | gyn tied yl 

WELLS FARGO CUSTOMERS 
BY PUTTING “HEN IN 
— LOANS THEY COULD 


\¢) Ay) Tose reorLe Dont 
7 GHETTO F 


PAY THEIR BILLS, 

Cat a / 

| oy MUD 
OPLE, : 


\ LOANS, am 
yy G JUESE PRACTICES WILL RIPPLE FOR 
y % GENERATIONS, IT'S BEEN ESTIMATED 
THAT MEDIAN WEALTH FOR A BLACK 
FAMILY IN 2031 WILL BE $98,000 
LOWER THAN IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 


WITHOUT THE GREAT RECESSION, 


*y* 


SOURCE: SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL 
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TO HELP PREVENT FRAUD, A COURT 
# REQUIRES A BANK EMPLOYEE TO SIGN AN 
AFFIDAVIT PERSONALLY ATTESTING TO THE 
LEGITIMACY OF THE PAPERWORK, 


THESE PREDATORY BUT ARGUABLY LEGAL 
LOANS GOT PEOPLE INTO HOMES, BUT 
OUTRIGHT FRAUD WAS USED TO 
FORECLOSE ON THEM, 


TO FORECLOSE ON A 
Home, BANKS HAVE TO 
——— ESTABLISH T0 A COURT THAT 
THEY OWN IT IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
THAT CHAIN OF OWNERSHIP 
NX —— _ BECAME MURKY AS BANKS SOLD 
» MORTGAGES TO COMPANIES THAT 
CARVED THEM INTO COMPLEX 
FINANCIAL PRODUCTS, 


— 
i LARGEST BANKS HAVE TESTIFIED 
DS DAT He sige THousanns oF 
AFFIDAVITS A MONTH WITHOUT 
CONFIRMING THEIR ACCURACY, 


I. THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS 
, _ RECEIVED FORECLOSURE DOCUMENTS 

Lele SIGNED BY LINDA GREEN, 
Linda Greeh 5 


, Vice Pres, Loan Documentation 


DAVID DAYEN EXAMINED FORECLOSURE FRAUD 
CLOSELY IN HIS BOOK CHAIN OF TITLE, 


IN THEIR HASTE TO TURN 
MORTGAGES INTO SECURITIES, 
BANKS MAY HAVE FLAUNTED HE 
RULES SO AGGRESSIVELY THEY 
LOST THEIR RIGHT TO COLLECT 


By: LINDA GREEN 
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS, 


VICE PRES. LOAIN DOC UMENTATI 


A PROBLEM WAS, THIS 
PERSON DIDN'T EXIST, 


Linda Green 
Vice Pres, Loan Documentation 


‘ 


Linda Green 
Vice President 
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IN AMERICA, ONLY A SINGLE PERSON 
WENT TO JAIL FOR ALL THIS, 


LORRAIN BROWN, WHOSE FIRM DOCX 
FORGED OVER 1 MILLION DOCUMENTS ON 
~ BEHALF OF BANKS, SERVED FOUR YEARS 


FOR A HOST OF CRIMES, INCLUDING THE 
CREATION OF “LINDA GREEN,” 


WALL STREET'S BANKERS ALL 
STAYED OUT OF JAIL, 


WE HAVE A COUNTRY THAT 
DOESN'T HAVE THE COURAGE TO 
CONVICT POWERFUL PEOPLE, SHE HAD 
THIS LITTLE DOCUMENT SHOP, 


POWERFUL 
PEOPLE WERE 
HER CLIENTS, 


DAVID DAYEN 


——\\ a 


WW 
IN DANTE'S INFERNO, PREDATORY LENDERS WANDER THE SCORCHING SANDS OF == 
THE SEVENTH LEVEL OF HELL, THEIR NAKED BODIES SHOWERED BY FLAMES, 
\ \ — 
Ves 


tx 
~ » 


Lp. 


2) Nona i 


VHA Ut, MKT) 
HEADLINES DECLARE THAT THE 

V7 FINANCIAL CRISIS 1S OVER, BUT MILLIONS 

> OF FAMILIES WILL NEVER RECOVER, 


Valen 
% 


ORIGINATING IN THE | 
1998-2006 ERA OF FRAUD ARE 
STILL IN EFFECT AND BEING > 
FORECLOSED ON TODAY, 


_ ~ i 


| WITH THIRTY-4EAR MORTGAGES, 

FORECLOSURES STEMMING FROM THE 

ERA OF THE RACIST BANK FRAUD 
COULD CONTINUE INTO 2036, 


SSS \ | 


THE WEALTH BEING CREATED IN THE 
REAL ESTATE BOOM WE'RE EXPERIENCING 
IN MANY CITIES TODAY ISN'T BEING 
SHARED BY THE MILLIONS WHO LOST 
THEIR HOMES, TALKING TO PEOPLE WHO 
WERE FORECLOSED ON TEN YEARS AGO, 
IT'S CLEAR THERE ARE MANY THINGS 
THEY CAN NEVER GET BACK, 


I'M LIVING 
WITH MY MOM 
RIGHT NOW, 


Im STILL 
RENTING, 


A 


DEBBIE AUSTIN’S HOUSE WAS SOLD 
TO DEVELOPERS IN 2013, THE LOT WAS 
SPLIT AND A NEW ROW HOUSE ERECTED, 

THE COMBINED PROPERTIES ARE NOW 
WORTH MORE THAN $700,000, 


is ‘ 
~~ 
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=~ Qu him) dd oA 
> SHE BOUGHT THE HOME IN 1989 FOR $29,000, 


pm mt. 
ITS GUT-WRENCHING 


TO THINK THEY ALL 
GOT AWAY WITH IT, 


AND WORST OF ALL IT 
WAS MY OWN COUNTRY, 
MY OWN GOVERNMENT 

THAT DID IT, 


WW VA 
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Kari Ferrell illustration 


STRIPS 


Brian McFadden 


WHITE - COLLAR CARNY 


THERE'S A 


STRIPS 


TAKE THIS GAME, 
FOR INSTANCE. EVERY- 
ONE NEEDS MEDICINE 

TO LIVE, EY'LL 

KEEP PLAYING AND 

MAYING NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH IT COSTS. 


_ GUNSSIC 
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Z a crite fd 
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\_fesORS) 77 INVESTING IS A 
co ‘ TRICKY, Re BY TH 


POOR GUY/ 
estat 
fy) 
OH NOOO OF HIS MISERY. 
LeG/ 

EEPING 
Oy UT overead tow 4 
IS VITAL TO YOUR } 


BOTTOM LINE. TRY 
COMPENSATING 


PEOPLE FOR THEIR }.4 
Wi 


DUNKING 
FOR PRESIDENT DUNK THE 


~=<| CARNY 2020 


2,700 
PER BALL 


ae era OH, PLease. THE || weLL, ya Gor me/ 
woxpensive uw || otinévow anor || “ney bene aust 
SCAM? NIC 
ASHES \N IT! TRY... MY DAD's ASHES, 


Time TO PAY UP! 
BUT AVOID 


GETTING THE 
NOMINATION. 


ITS JOB. 
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Matt Lubchansky 


SELECTED QUOTES FROM WIN BIGLY: “A SUBJECT UNDER HYPNOSIS HAS A DISTINCTIVE 
PERSUASION IN A WORLD WHERE FACTS DON'T LOOK THAT | DOUBT | COULD DESCRIBE IN WORDS, 
MATTER BY DILBERT CREATOR AND “TRAINED AND I'M GOOD AT DESCRIBING THINGS IN WORDS.” 

HYPNOTIST” SCOTT ADAMS 


THAT | WILL NOT, FOR LEGAL PURPOSES, MAKE A 
JUDGMENT CALL ON (HOWEVER, SHARP READERS 
WILL NOTE THE THEME OF THIS ISSUE). 


"ONE OF THE WAYS | MAKE MYSELF MORE "IT WAS A MASTERSTROKE OF PERSUASION, 

PERSUASIVE IS BY TELLING PEOPLE I'M A TRAINED TIMED PERFECTLY, AND EXECUTED IN FRONT OF 

HYPNOTIST AND THAT | AM FAMILIAR WITH ALL THE WORLD. WHEN | SAW IT HAPPEN, | STOOD 

OF THE TOOLS OF INFLUENCE.” AND WALKED TOWARDS THE TELEVISION...IN THAT 
MOMENT, | SAW THE FUTURE UNFOLD."* 


"PERSUASION TIP 16: IT'S EASIER TO PERSUADE “ON TRUMP CALLING ROSIE O'DONNELL 
A PERSON WHO BELIEVES YOU ARE PERSUASIVE.” Gl *FAT PIG” DURING A PRIMARY DEBATE 


"IF YOU THOUGHT (TRUMP'S NICKNAMES] WERE 
NOTHING MORE THAN COMMON INSULTS, YOU 
MISSED A LOT OF HIS PERSUASION ENGINEERING." 


"WHAT | SAW IN HILLARY CLINTON WAS AN 
UNUSUAL DEGREE OF VARIABILITY IN HER 
APPEARANCE THAT YOU DON'T FIND IN HEALTHY 
PEOPLE..COMPARE THAT WITH TRUMP. HE 
LOOKED THE SAME EVERY TIME YOU SAW HIM. 
THAT'S A SIGN OF GOOD HEALTH.” 


"DRUGS CAN BE DANGEROUS. | DON'T RECOMMEND 
TRYING MARIJUANA OR PSYCHEDELICS. YOU'LL 
GET A SIMILAR PERCEPTUAL SHIFT BY READING 
THIS BOOK.” 


"ILL SIMPLY SAY TRUMP WASN'T BULLYING ME. 
AND HE WASN'T BULLYING ANY AMERICAN 
CITIZENS WHO WERE MINDING THEIR OWN 
BUSINESS.” 
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Sarah Mirk and Ally Shwed 
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Mariah-Rose Marie 


oe ONDER LOND 


WORKED 
$44 MONEY 
dream V7] soe ; 
interpreti (buy Boe ie 
erring aS Bath 
Cherokee) oF ir bs 
ry color 
"i heal ad uae 
/ / u (mauve is IN) 
~< eos J sound- 
© indigo sri vaheoal 
childcare | aii 
Perystal ; IX loved ones? 
consultations | | | | do séances 
& moon charging toolll 
JUST $399! 


|, Sirikombucha Vinyasana, 
am already expecting your call!!! 
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Chelsea Saunders 


Hi guys. | just quit my role as a Purple - 
Status Presenter for Younique cosmetics. 
For those who don’t know, Purple Status 
is kind of a big deal. 


But the makeup quality is awful; I've lied 
to make sales. Upper management told 
us they were working on improving 


products, yet never did. 
| FELT SO IGNORED! 


SS 


a 


Nah! Their mascara’s just 
trash. You should work for 
EYE KWEENS!™ 


If you don't believe me, 
here are some of my top 
makeup Looks on IG. 
Pretty stunning, right? 


py 
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FOLLOW ME @ MASCARAMAT! 


It's almost Like 
Younique lied about 
its mission of 


“empowerment” and 
took advantage of 
women’s aspirations 
of business ownership, 
practicing a top-down 
0 model where most 


people barely profited, 
\ if at all. 


I'm now a Gold-Level Makeup Guru 
there, and it's Literally changed my 
Life! Link in bio, please subscribe. 
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a Short Con’ Ss ark Con Man#] Con Man#7. 


Oh, Lord — my 


7 hy, man that dog “Tl 
business ling! Will you watch my | sfaiiae ri “ 
me og 
‘! A - ~~ SS A | 
~ ~ ‘ ' a + 5 fr | 
> 4 
\ 
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 Uh,gee,I'm sorry, mister-— Well, her 


einai “my dog to ee 


My business deal went sour, sir— 
eal parés F [S Cac int future’s in grave doubt! 


( Uh Bee, mi m SOFTy, | mist er— 


te al 

find ye a rie and i? 

my note why ion't I help abs ou | 
eo | ot D/ 


‘ | 
\ ¢ | 


they lo love that do 
Don't break their 
little hearts: 


My kids were here— 


g! \ 
ein 


T guess I must 
give vp My King— 
though it pains 
me so, to part. 


No guest is listed with T sug sest you go 
[ that name — please exit where he rs 
with your hound. 


foals the 


Go| 


DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN CORE ACC 
SORTS OF DISEASES BY TRAINING YOUR 
IMMUNE SYSTEM? IT WAS INVENTED 


CAN'T MAKE MONEY OFF A DISEASE 
THAY DOESN'T EX/ST. 


It was painful, yes, but it was the only way 
to convince people to vaccinate. 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 


Michael Kupperman 


INTERESTED IN DISCOVERING THE WIDE WORLD 
OF SCAMS AND FRAUD? YOU'D BETTER BE! 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, YOU'RE GOING 
TO EXPERIENCE IT, AND IT’S BETTER To BE 
PREDATOR THAN TO BE PREY/ 


LEMME BORROW 
YOUR WALLET 
FOR A SECOND! 


SCAMWORK IS THE FASTEST GROWING SECTOR ‘q 
OF THE ECONOMY BECAUSE AMERICA’S OUT OF 
IDEAS! MACHINES ARE DOING SCAMS NOW! Ps 
SOON THE REFLECTION IN YOUR DIGITAL MIRROR 
WILL BE SCAMMING YOU! EVERYTHINGIN OUR 
LIVES IS SATURATED WITH FRAUD! 


SOCIETY IS 
A SCAM! 


PRESIDENT’S 
A CON 


_—— 
YES! WANT TO LEARN ABOUT THE FABULOUS 

Z peal St toe ee O WORLD OF SCAMS, CONS, AND GRIFTS!Dve | 
ee ae ENCLOSED $39.95 TO PAY FOR A COMPLETE | 
AND CAN SAVE YOU Is MONEY! SO SET OF DVDS OR BOOKLETS OR WHATEVER. 


NO!I WANT TO REMAIN IGNORANT OF THE 
FABULOUS SCAMWORLD. I’VE ENCLOSED 
$49.95 TO ENSURE I WILL CONTINUE 
UNTROUBLED. 


SEND CASH, CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


| 
l 
I 
| 
| 
l 
I 
| 
| 
SCAMS INC., | 
1600 TRUTH & DECENCY WAY, — 
VIRTUOUSVILLE, CT, 06250 
| 


Joey Alison Sayers 


Hey, Carol, I got your email. You 
Said you have a present for me? 


This is an OPPORTUNITY to get in 
on the ground floor of a business by 
“Selling? “products” to “Friends and “loved ones” 


Thott 
sounds 
complicated. 


First, this iS NOT a pyramid scheme. It*s 
atriangular pSevdo-busines s 
Financial redistribution stralagem.” 


Basically, you create a downline — collecting 
money from those below you - and send a 
portion of it to your upline. To do this, 
you'll host parties and invest in Samples, but 
what you're really selling is a business plan. 
It’s like a fractal infinitely detailed 
and not really worth Figuring out how if works. 


Lt 1s. Instead you could 
just give me $10,000. 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 


You'Lt ENTOY 
outhontkic 


Gemma Correll 


A Victorian Wellrass Retroat 


FOR THE MENTALLY VEXED YOUNG LADY 


IS MODERN LIFE pom nih ec: and body in one of our 


NO CELL PHONES. No SOCIAL 
? AREYOU OBLIGATIONS. NO WORK. JUST 


DEPRESSED 
? FEELING 
SUFFOCATED 
BY SOCIETAL 
EXPECTATIONS 
JOIN US FORA 


G-WEEK "HYSTERIA 
RESET” RETREAT 


WAIT, 
WHAT? L 
THOUGHT THERE‘O 
BE YOGA AND STUFF? 


JUST 6 WEEKS 
OF ENFORCED BED REST! 


(NO Books ALLOWED EITHER - Muth TOO TAXING) 


SPA TREATMENTS 


MANUAL PELVIC 
MASSAGE 


__ MEAL PLANS 


ji Including the Milk 


and Laudanum diet 


VIGOROUS 
HORSEBACK 
RIDES! 


SIGN UP 
TODAY! 


or we'll have 
TOTALLY NOT You committe 
A SEX THING, btw “eo at asylum! 


VULVAL 
LEECHING 


YoGurt 


Illustration by Mark Kaufman 


THE NIB HOUSE OF QUALITY MERCHANDISE 
X-RAY SPECS 


\\ NIB 
= TOTE 


BAGS! 


SHOPLIFTING 
HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! 
The Nib tote bag is sure 
‘to be the envy of your local 
supermarket or empty mall! 
Available at the Swag Magnate 
subscription level. 


AS LOW AS 
$8.00 A MONTH 


1 on 


‘ Sa 


THROW YOUR VOICE 


BE THE LIFE OF THE PARTY! 
Throw your voice around with 
the witty Jokes and quality 
repartee you learned from 


Oh come on! You knew 
these were a total scam, 
but you bought them 
anyway! It turns out 
you played yourself! 
The trick was on YOU 
the whole time! 


NO. XR7.......eeene SOLD OUT! 


Se ORI? 
3 ww 2°8 9 


SURPRISE PACKAGE 9 6 
Are you willing to take a chance on the 
US. Postal Service? Order today and hope 
NO. 1 MUG» |_YOU" Package arrives in one piece! 


QUALITY MUGS! 
GREAT PRICE! | \ 9) 
SEE BELOW FOR wT 1 ~ 

ORDERING INFO! LEARN TO CONTROL MINDS! 


reading The Nib! The cool comics GENUINE NIB MUGS! ANCHE = cert Werldlar MHlertCuS 
with the outside voice! These mugs are printed on two sides political comics, thoughtful essays, and 


AS LOW AS with a deep, dark hole for a cuppa whatever! powerful illustrated Journalism. 


THENIB.COM/INKWELL ...sssssesseseemee» $9.00 A MONTH 


THENIB.COM/INKWELL.............. AS LOW AS $2.00 A MONTH 


WITH A GREAT T-SHIRT 
COMES GREAT RESPONSIBILITY! 
Slip on this authentic Nib 
shirt and instantly become a fearless 
fighter for truth, Justice, and the 
cartoonist way! Be the hero we need! 


THE ONLY WAY TO GET YOUR NIB GEAR IS TO SUBSCRIBE AT: 
JOIN TODAY! 


SUBSCRIPTION LEVEL TOTAL PRICE 


“This is a recurring membership that automatically renews on a monthly basis 

from the day you Join at the level of your membership. You moy cancel at any time 

by logging into your account and turning off the Recurring Plan feature or by 
contacting suppertathenib.com and requesting cancellation. A membership ts not 
 tox-deductible transaction. Dept. SCAM 4 


v 


4 
(@y Letters to 
v t h e E d ito i Scamwatch! We asked The Nib’s Inkwell members 
Drawn by Eleri Harris to tell us one thing they think is a scam. 


I took one of those 


sy DNA tests to discover my 
oq (Alms own history. 


° : 
@ 
And now I am thrilled to Wo 0 OU « ay 
be a part of the ( ig scam of the world. i 
global database that ¥ With enough beans you can survive 


tracks personal = anything AND be well nourished. 7 
information on LQ / at 


each and every 
world citizen! 
~ Royce Holladay 


AKE 
[7 
JZ vam 
a A scam? as p 


Beauty shops AY 


y) & hair salons. Wy, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Te USSS 
ao pi = Re fh 
. = 
AS) ), lie al oes 
i & Collector s edition gy wl 
video game packaging. ‘= -<@aueee 
Ze jhere are so many of them; they re 
:  S all going to be totally worthless. SS 


~ Ryan Rasmussen ge 


oth elf 
this a se 


My mom always told me that cereal was 
# 2 scam by the grain industry to eat it, 
Seven if it has no nutritional value. 


~ Sandy 
Pearson 


made specifically 

Mm to be sold in 

the outlet store 

(using cheaper materials) 

: and those sales 

é iv happen all year, 

NONresealable bags, knowing the product ; the signs just change. 
will go stale within minutes of opening. Z ~ Ashley Arlow 


Art contests are scams companies use to 
solicit advertising material without 
paying all of the artists for their work. 
~ Liv Rainey-Smith 


Usury used to be illegal and immoral, 
but now our government considers it 
good business practice. ~ D. Siewert 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


‘s 
(4 


i0ox 


ELERI HARRIS 


“DEPUTY EDITOR: 


T 
: EnToR 7, BORS 
HANGOVER CUR 


OlLinw* 


wet 
~ SARAH MIRK - 


= DESIGN = 
ANTISEPTIC ELIXIR 
2 =] 


~— 


| KASIA BABIS, KATIE WHEELER, MALAKA GHARIE, 
ASHLEY FRANKLIN, GERARDO ALBA, MAK! NARO, 

| JULIA BERNHARD, Steve TeARE, RYAN BRIGGS, 
ERIC OLSEN, DORIAN ALEXANDER, LEVI HASTINGS, 

| NOAH KULWIN, ANNIE STRANGEDOTTER, YAZAN AL-SAADI, 

| TRACY CHAHWAN, JOSH CARTER, LIZ ENRIGHT, 
ERLEND SAND@y, SHELBY CRISWELL, BEN PASSMORE, 
GHAD! GHOSN, TRINIDAD ESCOBAR, KC GREEN, 

| BRIAN MCFADDEN, ALLY SHWED MARIAH-ROSIE MARIE, 
» CHELSEA SAUNDERS, LINETTE MooRE MICHAEL KUPPERMAN, 
)HSA ROSALIE EISENBERG, ANNA MERLAN, & KAZIMIR LEE 
—s a a 


[TITHESETIMES =—~< 


AFFLICTING THE COMFORTABLE, EVERY MONTH (| 


yeerrrn 


NIB-EMC/7/2019 — 


EAT MORE | 
coMIcs! 


The Best of The Nib! 

HARDCOVER BOOK 

FEATURED PRICE: 
20.00 


THIS BOOK 
WILL CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE! 


MY STRESS 
LEVELS ARE 
WAY DOWN! 


__ ONE EASY PAYMENT 
OF JUST $20.00! 


PLUS S&H 


{ A tasty collection of our 
BEST political cartoons, 
mee COMICS journalism and 
nonfiction humor. 


HURRY! 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
OPERATORS ARE STANDING BY! 


GREAT COMIC VALUES! SSS) 
ty FHopeinc ORDER NOW! AT THENIB.COM/STORE 


Illustration by Terry LaBan 


Illustration by Mark Kaufman 


Tired ofthe same old eee 
a e { 

comics experience? TONER CATT COREE 

li i ! 
Spend ETRACASH rare cms a 
an jo E a year, WITHOUT leaving 
inkwell HALL pape 
OF FAME! No FEMENCLACHUMIED 


Take itfrom 
reader Blythe'M.! 
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From Stella Amah 
ABIDJAN-COTE D’ IVOIRE 
WEST AFRICA. 

Dear New Internet Bus 


175k avail< 


From Stella Amah 
ABIDJAN-COTE D’ IVOIRE 
WEST AFRICA. 

Dear New Internet Bus 


permit me tor 
lationship ui 
sib 


173k avail 


From Stella Amah 
ABIDJAN-COTE D'IVOIRE 
WEST AFRICA. 

Dear New Internet Bus 


permit me to inform yo 
lationship with you. | hi 
responsible and trustw 
little information so fa 
partner and by matter 
for this simple and sing 


227k in disk 


ical 173k avail< 
From Stella Amah 
ABIDJAN-COTE D’ IVOIRE 
WEST AFRICA. 
Dear New Internet Business Partner, 
permit me to inform you of my desire of going into business re- 
responsible and trustworthy person | can do business with from the 
Ka 


| am Stella Amah 19 ye 
fAmah whom was killed 
d’lvoire west Africa an 
djan the economical ca 
ing you. Before the dea 
of US$9,000,000(Nine 
security company here 


lationship with you. | have the believe you are a reputable and 

little information so far | gathered about you during my search fora 
partner and by matter of trust | must not hesitate to confide in you 
Dear, in the capacity of for this simple and sincere business. 

| am Stella Amah 19 years of age the only daughter of late Mr Boni 
Amah whom was killed by the rebels that attacked our country cote 
d’lvoire west Africa and took over our town (BOUAKE). | ran to Abi- 
djan the economical capital of cote d’ivoire from were I am contact- 
ing you. Before the death of my father he told me that he has a sum 
of US$9,000,000(Nine million united states dollars) kept in a private 
security company here in cote d’ivoire in my name as the next of kin, 


[”*.] 
| 
ran 
HH 
—_— 


“| Dear, in the capacity of the next of kin and with all the documents in 


fal eer—————C“# Cif 


SCAMS! 


Scams are everywhere. 
They’re in your bank, 
your home, your food! 

In 112 pages of brilliant 
comics, this issue 
illustrates scams ranging 
from old-timey hucksters 


to New Agey grifters. 


Featuring: 

O Pyramid schemes! 

O Yoni steams! 

O Photocopying dollars! 


4 Pricey prison callers! 


O Ripping off refugees! 
QO Flat Earth devotees! 


